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DRAFT questions for Preliminary exams 

I. Primary area of concentration:  Church, Ministry, Evangelism, and Mission (Freeman, Hauerwas, Warner).  
a. How is authority (such as that of Scripture and the church) to be understood in the face of advanced modernity’s warring moral discourses?  How is the church a community of practices?  (Barth, Bonhoeffer, Guder, Hauerwas, MacIntyre, McClendon, Newbigin, Stone, Williams, Yoder).
b. How is the trinitarian nature of God crucial for the description of the nature and purpose of the church?  How is ecclesiology related to election, Christology, pneumatology, and eschatology?  Evaluate missiology’s emphasis on the missio Dei.  (Barth, Bosch, Kerr, McClendon, Newbigin, Ratzinger, Volf).
c. What is at stake in discussions of the visibility and invisibility of the church and the universal and local aspects of the church?  Describe Catholic, Protestant, and Anabaptist understandings of catholicity.  (Bonhoeffer, Barth, Dulles, Kasper, Ratzinger, Volf, Williams, N. Wright, Yoder).
d. How does the church encounter the world as witness?  (Barth, Bonhoeffer, S. Jones, Kallenberg, Lindbeck, MacIntyre, Newbigin, Sanneh, Stone, Walls, Williams, Yoder).
II. Secondary area of concentration:  New Testament Ecclesiology (Hays).
a. Evaluate the unity and diversity in the New Testament with regard to church leadership: apostles, overseers, elders and laity.  (See Barrett, Bockmuehl and Thompson’s Vision of the Church, Brown, Fee, Käsemann, Longenecker’s Community Formation, Volf).
b. How do apocalyptic themes shape New Testament evangelism and ecclesiology? (Harink, Käsemann, Martyn).
c. Describe the influence of the Graeco-Roman and Jewish environment on early church practices of worship and evangelism. (Boyarin, Longenecker’s Community Formation, Meeks).
d. How did Christian evangelism and church practices impact Graeco-Roman culture, or communities of people formed by cultural assumptions that the Christian gospel challenged or problematized? (Rowe’s World Upside Down). 
e. Evaluate Yoder’s concept of binding and loosing in Matthew 18 through the lens of New Testament scholarship. 
f. In 1 Corinthians, to what extent is Paul concerned about the impression the church is making on outsiders?  What is his theology of evangelism?  
III. Dissertation area: Formation of New Ecclesial Communities (Freeman, Hauerwas, Hays, Warner).
a. Describe the contributions and dangers of the development of new ecclesial communities.
