THE LOCAL CHURCH IN MISSION TO GOD’S WORLD

Parish 175 – Spring 2010
Wednesday, 8:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Westbrook 0013

Professor:  Kenneth L. Carder       kcarder@div.duke.edu
Preceptors: Kevin Baker                gkevinbaker@gmail.com
                   Andy Rowell
       andy.rowell@duke.edu
PURPOSE

Equip and empower class members to become missional leaders of congregations engaged in God’s mission in the world
GOALS

●
Clarify Biblical and theological understanding of the nature and mission of the church

●
Define the primary task of the congregation as an instrument of God’s mission in the world

●
Identify challenges and obstacles confronting the contemporary church in fulfilling its mission

●
Provide tools for leading congregations from maintenance to mission

●
Inspire passion, commitment, and hope for missional leaders 

PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE

Class participation and attendance will be a factor in grading. Full attendance at all class sessions is expected. Permission for any unavoidable absence must be cleared with the Professor. 

REQUIREMENTS


▪
Class attendance and participation

▪
Reading assigned texts on schedule and a written one-to-two sentence thesis statement and one framing question for each reading (10% of grade)
▪
Case study of a congregation and its mission in the community

▪
Four Papers on the following topics:
1. Nature and Mission of the Church (4-5 pages) Due date: 2/17
(20% of grade)

2. Issue(s) in Global Mission (4-5 pages) Due date: 3/17
(20% of grade)

3. Reflections on case study and community interviews (4-5 pages) Due date: 3/31
(20% of grade)

4. Maintenance to Mission: Ministry Plan (10-12 pages) Due date: 4/21 
(30% of grade)
▪
Papers must be submitted on time unless an extension is granted by the professor. Without a granted extension, the grade will be reduced by two points each day the paper is late.
GRADING SCALE

94-100      A 
   

          74-76             C


90-93        A-


          70-73             C-

87-89        B+                                    69-67             D+

            84-86        B


          64-67              D


80-83        B-


          60-63              D-

            77-79        C+                                    59 and below  F

REQUIRED TEXTS

    Books:

Charles H. Bayer, A Resurrected Church: Christianity after the Death of Christendom (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2001).
David J. Bosch, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2005).

Emmanuel Katongole and Chris Rice, Reconciling All Things: A Christian Vision for Justice, Peace, and Healing (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2008).
Lesslie Newbigin, The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission, Revised Edition (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing, 1995).
Tex Sample, Blue Collar Resistance and the Politics of Jesus (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2006).
   Articles and Chapters (Available on Blackboard)

Kenneth Carder, “The Church’s Search for Identity” in Sermons on United Methodist Beliefs (Nashville: Abingdon, 1991): 15-21.   
Kenneth Carder, “Is the Church Still of God?” pp. 62-74.
Kenneth Carder, “Market and Mission: Competing Visions for Transforming Ministry,” Hickman Lecture, Duke Divinity School (October 16, 2001).

Kenneth Carder, “Called to the Margins: The Missio Dei and Faithful Christian Ministry.”

Kenneth Carder, “The Practice of Christian Ministry in Consumerist Culture,” Inaugural Lecture for Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams, Jr. Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry, Duke Divinity School (February 22, 2008).

Sudarshana Devadhar, “Christian Mission in a Religiously Pluralistic Society” New World Outlook (Nov/Dec 2006): 36-41 from Christian Mission in the Third Millennium (Charles Cole, ed.; New York: General Board of Global Ministries, 2003).

C. C. Goen, “A Failure of Leadership” in Broken Churches, Broken Nation (Macon: Mercer University Press, 1997): 141-190.

C. C. Goen, “Ecclesiocracy without Ecclesiology: Denominational Life in America,” American Baptist Quarterly (Dec 1991): 266-279.

C. C. Goen, “The Cultural Captivity of the American Church,” American Baptist Quarterly (Dec 1991): 288-304. 
Peggy McIntosh, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” Peace and Freedom (July/Aug 1989): 10-12.
Dana L. Robert, “Where Are We Going in Mission Today?” New World Outlook (General Board of Global Ministries, Sept-Oct 2006): 24-27.
Peter Storey, “Reconciliation and Civil Society,” paper presented to the National Consultation on Reconciliation at the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation conference, Making Ends Meet: Reconciliation and Reconstruction in South Africa, World Trade Centre, Johannesburg, 18 August 1994.

Peter Storey, “Good News to the Poor,” Plenary Address to the Word Methodist Council, Rio de Janeiro, August 1996.

M. Thomas Thangaraj, “The Theology of Mission in Today’s Context” New World Outlook, (General Board of Global Ministries, Sept-Oct 2006).

Theodore Otto Wedel, “The Life-Saving Station,” in Theodore Otto Wedel: An Anthology, William S. Lea, ed., (Cincinnati, Ohio : Forward Movement Publications, 1972),129 cited in Weavings, Volume V, Number 4 (July/August 1990), 34.

RECOMMENDED TEXTS
Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001).

Clarence C. Goen, Broken Churches, Broken Nation: Denominational Schisms and the Coming of the American Civil War (Macon: Mercer University Press, 1985).

Philip Jenkins, The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity (Oxford: Oxford University Press US, 2002).

Theodore W. Jennings, Good News to the Poor: John Wesley's Evangelical Economics (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990).
John Paul Lederach, The Journey Toward Reconciliation (Scottsdale: Herald 1999). 

M. Douglas Meeks, editor, Our Calling to Fulfill: Wesleyan Views of the Church in Mission (Nashville: Kingswood Books, 2009).
Paul S. Minear, Images of the Church in the New Testament (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1960, 2005).
Peter Storey, With God in the Crucible: Preaching Costly Discipleship (Nashville: Abingdon, 2005).  

Walter Wink, The Powers That Be: Theology for a New Millennium (New York: Galilee Trade, 1999). 

(Articles will be recommended throughout the semester)

CLASS SCHEDULE

Session 1- January 20

Introductions, Expectations, Goals


Context and Definitions: Why a course in the local church in mission


Readings



Bosch, “Introduction. Mission: The Contemporary Crisis”, pp.1-11



Carder, “The Church’s Search for Identity”



Wedel, “The Lifeboat Station”

Session 2 – January 27: Biblical Foundations

Old Testament Foundations of New Testament Images 


Images of the Church and Its Mission in the Gospels


Readings



Bosch, pages 15-113

Session 3 – February 3: Biblical and Historical Foundations


Images of the Church and Mission in Paul’s Letters


Dominant Historical Images/ Emphases


Readings



Bosch, pages 123-261

Session 4 – February 10: Contemporary Understandings and Challenges


Challenges from the Enlightenment


Contemporary Challenges and Obstacles


Readings



Bosch, pages 262-367

Goen, “Ecclesiocracy without Ecclesiology” 

Session 5 – February 17:  Tensions in Missiology


Ecclesiology and Missiology

Tensions in Mission: local and global; evangelism and mission; indigenous and contextual; ecumenical and denominational; present reality and eschatological hope.

Readings


Bosch, pages 368-520


Devadhar, “Christian Mission in a Religiously Pluralistic Society”

First Paper Due
Session 6 – February 24:  Toward a Theology of Mission

Toward a common understanding of church’s nature and mission


Toward a common vision of church’s challenges and opportunities


Readings



Newbigin, The Open Secret


Thangaraj, “The Theology of Mission in Today’s Context”

Session 7 – March 3: Current Obstacles and Challenges to Church’s Mission


Systems of Domination and Competing Visions


Readings

Bayer, A Resurrected Church: Christianity after the Death of Christendom, pp. 1-147


Robert, “Where Are We Going in Mission Today?”

Session 8 – March 17:  Mission of Justice in a World of Disparity


Economic realities and the church’s mission of justice


Market logic of exchange and the economy of grace


Readings

“God’s Renewed Creation: Call to Hope and Action” (Foundation Document)
“God’s Renewed Creation” (Pastoral Letter)

Carder, “Called to the Margins: The Missio Dei and Faithful Christian Ministry”

Carder, “Market and Mission: Competing Visions for Transforming Ministry” 



 Storey, “Good News to the Poor”

Second Paper Due
Session 9 – March 24: Mission of Hospitality in a World of Exclusion


Racism and classism and radical hospitality


Readings


Sample, Blue Collar Resistance and the Politics of Jesus



McIntosh, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack”

Session 10 – March 31: Mission of Reconciliation in a Polarized World


Polarization as context for mission of reconciliation


Shaping reconciled communities

Readings
Katongole and Rice, Reconciling All Things: A Christian Vision for Justice, Peace, and Healing


Storey, “Reconciliation and Civil Society”

Turn in paper #3

Session 11 – April 7: Mission of Renewal and Systems of Domination

Domination Systems: Definition and Identification

Mission in a Dysfunctional Ecclesial System
Living God’s Victory over Principalities and Powers


Readings



Selected readings from Wink and Stringfellow



Goen, “The Cultural Captivity of the American Churches”



Goen, “A Failure of Leadership”

Session 12 – April 14: The Local Church: From Maintenance to Mission


Strategies and Models for renewal 


Readings

Bayer, A Resurrected Church, pp. 148-176
Carder, “Is the Church Still of God?”

Session 13 – April 21:  Leadership and Reclaiming the Church’s Mission
Components of missional leadership
Sharing signs of missional renewal

Reading and Resources:



Heifetz, Adaptive and Technical Leadership
Carder, “The Practice of Christian Ministry in Consumerist Culture” 
Final Paper Due 
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