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questions for Preliminary exams 

I. Dissertation Area (Hays, Warner, Jones? S. Wells? Hauerwas? Wainwright?).  
a. The Reformers described the marks of the church as the “proper administration of the sacraments and the proper preaching of the Word.”  How do Dietrich Bonhoeffer (obedience), John Howard Yoder (hermeneutics of peoplehood), and Lesslie Newbigin (mission) modify these essential marks of the church?  
b. Drawing upon Matthew, Acts, 1 Corinthians and 1 Peter defend your thesis that the most significant ecclesial practices of the church can be described under these four headings: the administration of the sacraments, sitting under the teaching of Scripture, cruciform ethical living, and communication of the Gospel.  

II. Major Area:  The Practice of Leading Christian Communities and Institutions (Hays, Warner, Jones? S. Wells? Hauerwas? Hauerwas? Lischer? Carder? Verhey? Freeman?)
a. Gregory the Great, Richard Baxter, George Herbert, Richard Neuhaus, Eugene Peterson, and Will Willimon define pastoral excellence differently.  What are the standards that pastor-theologian exemplars hold in common?  Reflect on their approaches to human suffering, pastoral mentoring, the terms bishop and elder, the effects of tradition on ecclesiology and mission, and their theology of the Triune God. 
b. Bonhoeffer worried that Barth was not concrete enough in his ecclesiology while Barth worried Bonhoeffer was overly catholic and worldly.  How did this ecclesiology manifest itself in their understandings of leadership and especially preaching?

c. How should pastors and theologians utilize recent sociological data about the American church?  Compare MacIntyre’s Aristotelian approach to learning the art of a craft like pastoring to the “practical theology” approaches of Ray Anderson (Fuller Theological Seminary) and Thomas Groome.  
d. In Body Politics: Five Practices of the Christian Community Before the Watching World, Yoder describes the church in terms of (1) binding and loosing, (2) disciples break bread together, (3) baptism and the new humanity, (4) the fullness of Christ, and (5) the rule of Paul.  In Why Study the Past? The Quest for the Historical Church, Rowan Williams defines the church in terms of martyrdom.  Can the essential practices of the church in Yoder and Williams be reconciled?  Or, how can both Yoder and Williams claim the Nicene Creed’s designation “one, holy, catholic, apostolic church?”  Or, what is the relationship between the “church gathered” and “church scattered?”
III. Minor Area:  New Testament (Hays, Campbell? Eastman? Rowe?)

a. Yoder emphasizes the “Rule of Paul” and the “hermeneutics of peoplehood” while drawing especially on 1 Corinthians 12-14.  Käsemann, Barrett, and Fee similarly see interactive, spontaneous Christian worship supported by the Pauline writings.  Brown and other Roman Catholics point to the Pastoral Epistles and the book of Matthew to justify more hierarchical leadership structures.  Evaluate the unity and diversity in the New Testament with regard to church leadership (Bockmuehl and Thompson’s Vision of the Church).
b. Ecclesiologies tend to be more egalitarian and emphasize presbyteroi “elders” (Yoder, Fee, Volf); or hierarchical/catholic and emphasize episkopoi “bishops/overseers” and (Longenecker’s Community Formation). What is the relationship of apostolos (apostles) to these two ecclesiologies (Barth, Bosch, Newbigin, Guder)? 
c. Describe the missional practice of the church in Matthew, Acts, 1 Corinthians, and 1 Peter.  
