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In The Epistle to the Romans,
 Karl Barth addresses “The Guilt of the Church” in chapter 10 and “The Hope of the Church” in chapter 11.  In both chapters, Barth wants the church to be a “witness” to Jesus Christ and to recognize its own guilt.  The church needs to recognize its weakness and sinfulness and testify that God is God.  He begins by declaring God’s initiative in revealing himself.  God is the subject.  “Long before we appeared upon the scene to have mercy on them, they had been sought and found by the mercy of God” (364).  This is not fatalism or determinism but rather God’s freedom.  “We are concerned here with the righteousness of God, unconditioned by any corresponding righteousness of men, and with the faithfulness which is His alone.  We are concerned with the new creation, and not with the sequence of cause and effect” (364).  
He speaks of keeping to this proper “Theme.”  “If the Church were sufficiently humble to recapture its understanding of the communion of the saints as the fellowship of sinners dependent upon forgiveness . . . if it were courageous enough to keep its eyes fixed upon its own theme” (367).  He criticizes what he will later in life call practical atheism which believes that “the Good News ought to be altogether direct, ‘positive,’ and, as far as may be, enjoyable.  It ought to be something which would survive as Good News apart from faith and without God” (368).  But too often, rather than the Church remaining true “to its proper Theme, it selects rather than the possible possibility of making humanity—religious humanity, of course—its theme” (368).  Barth of course is not saying that one should give up on the Church and seek purity as an individual.  “It would never enter our heads to think of leaving the Church.  For in describing the Church we are describing ourselves” (371).  Forgetting God “is the Church’s peculiar guilt” (372).  Rather Barth says the Church should remember by serving as a witness—something he will return to in Church Dogmatics IV, 3.
  “If only it knew how to evoke religion, and to defend it—as a sign and as a witness!” (375).  
Barth is adamant that the Church does not make God palatable, intelligible, and diluted.  Rather, Christ is humanity: “we cannot introduce Him thus, either by bringing Him down, or by bringing Him up.  For Christ is not the exalted and transformed ideal man.  He is the new man” (378).  Later people were surprised by Barth’s lectures about the Humanity of God.  “Remarkably enough it now came to people’s attention for the first time, although they could have read it long before.”
  Still, Barth did acknowledge that later in life he did find more place for human agency.  “I think that over the years I have learned to speak of God the Creator and his relationship with man as his creature in a way which allows man a greater prominence.”
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