Parish 175 – Spring 2009
“THE LOCAL CHURCH IN MISSION TO GOD’S WORLD”

Professor:  Kenneth L. Carder

Wednesday, 8:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Westbrook 0012

PURPOSE

Equip and empower class members to become missional leaders of congregations engaged in God’s mission in the world

GOALS

●
Clarify biblical and theological understanding of the nature and mission of the church

●
Define the primary task of the congregation as an instrument of God’s mission in the world

●
Identify challenges and obstacles confronting the contemporary church in fulfilling its mission

●
Provide tools for leading congregations from maintenance to mission

●
Inspire passion, commitment, and hope for missional leaders 

PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE

Class participation and attendance will be a factor in grading. Full attendance at all class sessions is expected. Permission for any unavoidable absence must be cleared with the Professor. 
REQUIREMENTS


▪
Class attendance and participation

▪
Reading assigned texts on schedule and a written one page summary of each reading
▪
Case study of a congregation and its mission in the community

▪
Four papers on following topics:

1. Nature and Mission of the Church ( 4-5 pages) Due date: 2/4
2. Issue(s) in Global Mission(4-5 pages) Due date: 2/25
3. Reflections on case study and community interviews (4-5 pages) Due date: 3/25
4. Maintenance to Mission: Ministry Plan (10-12 pages) Due date: 4/23 by 5:00 pm.
GRADING


Paper 1 (20%)


Paper 2 (20%)


Paper 3 (20%)


Paper 4 (30%)


Class Participation and Reading Summaries (10%)

REQUIRED TEXTS

    Books: We will read all of these five books.
David J. Bosch, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991). 520 pages.
Leander Keck, The Church Confident (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1991). 132 pages.
John Paul Lederach, The Journey Toward Reconciliation (Scottsdale: Herald 1999). 206 pages.
Tex Sample, Blue Collar Resistance and the Politics of Jesus: Doing Ministry With Working Class Whites (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2006). 138 pages.

Walter Wink, The Powers That Be: Theology for a New Millennium (New York: Galilee Trade, 1999). 201 pages.
   Articles and Chapters (Available on Blackboard)

Kenneth Carder, “Is the Church Still of God?”
Kenneth Carder, “The Church’s Search for Identity” in Sermons on United Methodist Beliefs (Nashville: Abingdon, 1991): 15-21.   
Kenneth Carder, “Market and Mission: Competing Visions for Transforming Ministry,” Hickman Lecture, Duke Divinity School (October 16, 2001).
Kenneth Carder, “Called to the Margins: The Missio Dei and Faithful Christian Ministry.”
Kenneth Carder, “The Practice of Christian Ministry in Consumerist Culture,” Inaugural Lecture for Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams, Jr. Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry, Duke Divinity School (February 22, 2008).

The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church, Children & Poverty, An Episcopal Initiative, (1996). 

The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church, “Community with Children and the Poor: Renewing the Episcopal Initiative,” Children & Poverty, The Bishops Initiative, (2001). 
The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church, “Our Shared Dream: The Beloved Community,” Children & Poverty, The Bishops Initiative, (2003). 

Sudarshana Devadhar, “Christian Mission in a Religiously Pluralistic Society” New World Outlook (Nov/Dec 2006): 36-41 from Christian Mission in the Third Millennium (Charles Cole, ed.; New York: General Board of Global Ministries, 2003).

C. C. Goen, “A Failure of Leadership” in Broken Churches, Broken Nation (Macon: Mercer University Press, 1997): 141-190.
C. C. Goen, “Ecclesiocracy without Ecclesiology: Denominational Life in America,” American Baptist Quarterly (Dec 1991): 266-279.
C. C. Goen, “The Cultural Captivity of the American Church,” American Baptist Quarterly (Dec 1991): 288-304. 
Peggy McIntosh, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” Peace and Freedom (July/Aug 1989): 10-12.
Henk Peterse, “Opting for the Margins, Again: Recovering an Episcopal Vision” (General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, The United Methodist Church, 2007): 1-16.
Dana L. Robert, “Where Are We Going in Mission Today?” New World Outlook (General Board of Global Ministries, Sept-Oct 2006): 24-27.
Peter Storey, “Reconciliation and Civil Society,” paper presented to the National Consultation on Reconciliation at the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation conference, Making Ends Meet: Reconciliation and Reconstruction in South Africa, World Trade Centre, Johannesburg, 18 August 1994.
Peter Storey, “Good News to the Poor,” Plenary Address to the Word Methodist Council, Rio de Janeiro, August 1996.
M. Thomas Thangaraj, “The Theology of Mission in Today’s Context” New World Outlook, (General Board of Global Ministries, Sept-Oct 2006).

Theodore Otto Wedel, “The Life-Saving Station,” in Theodore Otto Wedel: An Anthology, William S. Lea, ed., (Cincinnati, Ohio : Forward Movement Publications, 1972),129 cited in Weavings, Volume V, Number 4 (July/August 1990), 34.
RECOMMENDED TEXTS

Philip Jenkins, The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity (Oxford: Oxford University Press US, 2002).
Paul S. Minear, Images of the Church in the New Testament (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1960, 2005).

Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001).

Theodore W. Jennings, Good News to the Poor: John Wesley's Evangelical Economics (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990).

Clarence C. Goen, Broken Churches, Broken Nation: Denominational Schisms and the Coming of the American Civil War (Macon: Mercer University Press, 1985).

Joseph E. Stiglitz, Globalization and Its Discontents (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2003).

H. Richard Niebuhr, The Purpose of the Church and Its Ministry: Reflections on the Aims of Theological Education (New York: Harper & Row, 1956).
Peter Storey, With God in the Crucible: Preaching Costly Discipleship (Nashville: Abingdon, 2005).  

(Articles will be recommended throughout the semester)
CLASS SCHEDULE

Session 1- January 14


Introductions, Expectations, Goals


Context and Definitions: Why a course in the local church in mission


Readings



Bosch, “Introduction. Mission: The Contemporary Crisis”, pages 1-11



Carder, “The Church’s Search for Identity”



Wedel, “The Life-Saving Station”

Session 2 – January 21: Biblical Foundations

Old Testament Foundations of New Testament Images 


Images of the Church and Its Mission in Gospels


Readings



Bosch, pages 15-113

Session 3 – January 28: Biblical and Historical Foundations


Images of the Church and Mission in Paul’s Letters


Dominant Historical Images/ Emphases


Readings



Bosch, pages 123-261

Session 4 – February 4: Contemporary Understandings and Challenges


Challenges from the Enlightenment


Contemporary Challenges and Obstacles


Readings



Bosch, pages 262-367

Goen, “Ecclesiocracy without Ecclesiology” 


Turn in paper #1

Session 5 – February 11:  Tensions in Missiology


Ecclesiology and Missiology

Tensions in Mission: local and global; evangelism and mission; indigenous and contextual; ecumenical and denominational; present reality and eschatological hope.

Readings


Bosch, pages 368-510


Devadhar, “Christian Mission in a Religiously Pluralistic Society”

Session 6 – February 18:  Biblical/Theological Foundations Revisited


Toward a common understanding of church’s nature and mission


Toward a common vision of church’s challenges and opportunities


Readings



Bosch, pages 511-520



Thangaraj, “The Theology of Mission in Today’s Context”

Session 7 – February 25: Current Obstacles and Challenges to Church’s Mission


Systems of Domination and Competing Visions


Readings



Wink, The Powers that Be, pages 1-80.
Carder, “Called to the Margins: the Missio Dei and Faithful Christian Ministry”


Goen, “The Cultural Captivity of the American Churches”



Robert, “Where Are We Going in Mission Today?”



Turn in paper #2

Session 8 – March 4:  Mission of Justice in a World of Disparity


Economic realities and the church’s mission of justice


Market logic of exchange and the economy of grace


Readings

Carder, “Market and Mission: Competing Visions for Transforming Ministry” 

 “Children and Poverty, An Episcopal Initiative”

“Community with Children and the Poor”


Storey, “Good News to the Poor”

Session 9 – March 18: Mission of Hospitality in a World of Exclusion


Racism and classism and radical hospitality


Reading



Sample, Blue Collar Resistance and the Politics of Jesus (138 pages).


McIntosh, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack”
Session 10 – March 25: Mission of Reconciliation in a Polarized World


Polarization as context for mission of reconciliation


Shaping reconciled communities


Reading



Lederach, The Journey Toward Reconciliation (206 pages).


Goen, “A Failure of Leadership”



Storey, “Reconciliation and Civil Society”



Turn in paper #3

Session 11 – April 1: Mission of Peace in a World of Violence 


Culture of violence and the church’s mission


Local church as peacemaker


Readings



Wink, The Powers That Be, pages 81 - 201
Session 12 – April 8: From Maintenance to Mission


Strategies for renewal 


Readings



Keck, The Church Confident (132 pages).
Session 13 – April 15:  Reclaiming the Church’s Mission


Sharing signs of missional renewal


Summary and Evaluation


Closing worship


Reading:



Carder, “Is the Church Still of God?”



Carder, “The Practice of Christian Ministry in Consumerist Culture” 

Final Paper is due April 23 by 5:00 pm.
Reading summaries:

Purpose: The reading summaries are intended to encourage you to do the reading and synthesize (make sense of) what you have read.  They also help you be prepared for class. 

Requirements: You must print out your reading summary and turn it in at the beginning of class.  The preceptor will not accept late or emailed papers.  They need to be one page (no more), single spaced, 12-point font, with 1 inch or 1 ½ inch margins.  They should have your name and the date when they are being turned in.  Cite the page number when you are referring to a specific point in the reading. You can use footnotes or simply put the page number in parentheses—for example (Bosch 234).  
Content:   Write the main point(s) of that reading in your own words.  No bullet points—write paragraphs.  There are two possible structures: (1) either write a separate paragraph about each reading; or (2) write about all the readings—noting their similarities and differences in how they address that week’s issue.  Having done the basics of summarizing the main point of each reading in your own words, you can also write a question, personal application or an insight that sprung out of the readings.  It is good to have analysis and reflection but not personal stories or random thoughts.  You are welcome to use personal pronouns like “I” and “me.”
