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CEM 493:  Christian Educational Ministries Senior Capstone
Description:
The Senior Capstone is designed to provide a synthetic educational experience that helps you to see how the composite parts of your academic experience relate to one another and connect to life beyond graduation.  The course includes: (1) Two days of on-campus instruction to help you prepare to research and write your senior paper, together with a review of the Frankena model as a guiding framework for evaluating models of ministry, (2) A two-week trip to Philadelphia, PA and Pittsburgh, PA (for on-site observation and involvement in a variety of ministries, interspersed with classroom instruction by ministry leaders from the area), and (3) A final reflective component (turned in via email if not on campus).
Purpose:
To develop a vision for the vocational options that are available to you while you explore the integration of your academic experience and ministry opportunities.

Objectives:
As a result of Senior Seminar, students will:

· Explore the theme of Christian leadership for ministry.

· Experience a variety of ministry models and settings that will provide vision for vocational opportunity.

· Compare and contrast an urban vs. suburban focus in ministry.

· Reflect on the knowledge, skills, and attitudes you have gained during your Taylor years.

· Experience a growing sense of community with your CEM colleagues as you live and work together.

· Value the role of Christian community in your spiritual formation.

· Make decisions about the focus for your senior paper.

Course Texts:

The Call : Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life
by Os Guinness
W Publishing Group (October 9, 2003)

The Fabric of Faithfulness: Weaving Together Belief and Behavior During the University Years
by Steven Garber
InterVarsity Press (December 1996)
The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical
by Shane Claiborne 

Zondervan (February 1, 2006)

Course Requirements and Expectations:  

Participation:  
Participate in all the planned trip activities unless you are ill.  Contribute to the well being of the group by showing initiative, flexibility, willingness to serve, and care and consideration for group members.  Foster a learning environment by contributing to group discussions and debriefing times.  Following directions, being on time, staying with the group, and not causing delays and working as a team player are all required.  You will be assigned to a trip committee. Your contribution to the tasks of your group should be obvious.

Attitude:   
Display an encouraging, helpful spirit and maintain and demonstrate a positive, contributing attitude in your work and conversations that will foster a supportive community experience.  

Preparation:
Please read the books by Os Guinness and Steven Garber prior to arrival on campus.  You will finish Claiborne’s book before we arrive in Philadelphia. 
Reading Responses: For each book, you will need to write a two page reading response.  You will answer three questions:

1. Summarize the argument of the book.  

2. Which ideas do you disagree with and why?  

3. In what ways can you apply this book to your own life?   

Garber reading response due Wednesday, January 3rd.  The first day of class.  20 pts.

Guinness reading response due Thursday, January 4th.  The second day of class.  20 pts each.

Claiborne reading response due Friday, January 12th at 9:00 am.  This one does not need to be typed.  15 pts. 
Reading:
We will be using the Os Guinness book as the basis of a daily time together.  It will be a type of “devotional” for our group.  Each student in class will be asked to lead our devotional time at least once during the class on a specific chapter of the book.  There will be some additional readings in preparation for our speakers on the trip.  
Daily Journal:
Please keep a daily journal that documents the experiences and your reflections during the trip.  Each entry should include a brief summary of the day’s activities and a well-constructed reflection that expresses what you learned and your reactions to the day.  The primary focus should be on your thoughts and feelings about the experiences you had during the day.  On some days I may assign a topic for your journal entry.  Each journal entry should be well written, written on the day, substantive, and display some reporting and a majority of reflecting.  
Notebook/Folder:
Document your overall learning from the class times and the sessions on the trip by compiling an orderly notebook of your notes and collected materials.  You will be asked to look up on the internet some of the various ministries and people that we will be visiting and putting that information in your notebook.  Some articles will be given to you to read (read them and then put them in your notebook/folder).  Include all resources from class and the trip.
Self-assessment:
Please write a 1,000 word type-written summary of Capstone (please use the following format as an outline for your paper – give each section a heading):

· Reading:  First – tell me the % of reading in the Guinness, Claiborne, and Garber books.
· Journal:  Tell me the % of the days you did your journal on time (within 24 hours of the day you wrote about)
· Themes:  As you read your journal, what are some themes that stand out?

· Perspective:  How has your perspective about ministry changed and how will you respond differently to the needs of people wherever you end up in ministry?

· Self-learning:  What have you learned about yourself, your strengths, limitations, vision, direction, etc.?

· Community:  When did you sense true community during the course of the trip?  How did you contribute to community?
· Research:  How the trip has influenced your choice of research themes for the CED 421 senior paper?
· Recommendations:  Your general recommendations (not including specific recommendations from your trip team) for next year’s course and trip.  Please include comments on the:

· content (what was taught and by whom)

· program (the different ministries and activities)

· logistics (the details of where we stayed, transportation, food, etc.)
Research Proposal and Bibliography:  Write a two-page (double-spaced) proposal describing in detail the subject on which you plan to write your senior paper.  Include a bibliography of at least 20 relevant sources.  This bibliography must be MLA style (see copy on reserve in library), and should include scholarly books and articles, as well as popular sources and web sites. Begin preparing your bibliography immediately (while on Upland campus).  Then plan also to visit a seminary library and a good bookstore on Capstone to help you find sources.  The proposal and bibliography are both due in class to Bob Lay for CED 421 PStrat by 5 pm Friday, Feb 2nd! (See sheet below for more details).  
Course Assessment:

· A grade of “A” will be reserved for those who participate in activities and discussion with enthusiasm, contribute significantly to the well being of the group, do an excellent job of leading The Call devotional time, fulfill their duties on their assigned team, and complete written work with excellence and on time.  Late assignments or failure to complete any of the requirements will result in a grade reduction.  
· Participation and teamwork and leading Call devotional.  (40 points)

· All reading must be completed and done on time. (30 points).
· Garber reading response.  Due Wednesday, January 3rd in class (20 points each)
· Guinness reading response.  Due Thursday, January 4th in class (20 points each)
· Claiborne reading response.  Due Friday, January 12th at 9:00 am (10 points)
· Daily trip journal.  Due Monday, January 22nd. (30 points).   
· Notebook.  Due Monday, January 22nd. (10 points). 
· Self-assessment tool.  Due Thursday, January 25th. (20 points). 
· Team Report:  Each team will develop a short report recapping what they did as a team.  These reports will be given to next year’s Capstone teams to help them do a good job.  Each report should include any information that will help next year’s teams.  Report on what you did, specific details that will help next year, what you would do differently if you were coming again next year.  Make sure you review your team assignments.  Due Thursday, January 25th.  (20 points).
· Your formal research proposal (guidelines attached) is due by 5 pm Friday, February 2nd to Bob Lay. 
· Total: 200 points  

You can email your papers (if not on campus) to anrowell@taylor.edu
Research Proposal

CED 493(CEM Senior Capstone) / CED 421 (Philosophy & Strategies for CEM)

Due Friday Feb 2nd 2007 by 5:00 pm (part of your CED 421 grade)
Printed-out (no email submissions), and dropped off at Dr. Lay’s office: RC 135/137
Assignment description:  This assignment functions as a bridge between Christian Educational Ministries Senior Capstone (IAS 493) and Philosophy & Strategies for Christian Educational Ministries (CED 421).  Once you have had exposure to various models of ministry during Senior Capstone you are asked to choose a ministry you will research and then you will be asked to generate a philosophy of ministry paper based on that kind of ministry in a specific context.  This assignment requires you to write a proposal for your philosophy of ministry paper.  

Assignment components:

· A clear description of the kind of ministry which will be your focus.

· A clear description of the context of the ministry you envision (the “who, what, & where”)
· A description of why you think there is a need for this ministry

· What is your personal interest in this kind of ministry?
· A description of what you hope to gain through the process of creating your philosophy of ministry paper.

· An initial bibliography of 20 sources you intend to consult as you research (about 10 from books and another 10 from journals and web sites).  

Assignment criteria:   Your paper should be marked by the following characteristics:

· Typed, 2 pages, double-spaced, one-inch margins, free of spelling & grammar errors
· Uses a variety of sources: theological, social, scientific, practical, journalistic, etc.
· Writing is clear, concise, and logical

· Bibliography is MLA style
Examples of ministries and contexts:

· Youth pastor in a UMC church with affluent teens in an Indianapolis suburb

· “Urban Promise” inner-city leadership development program in Philadelphia

· Children’s pastor at the Anderson, Indiana Church of God

· Team member with Word Made Flesh: ministry among the poorest of the poor in Calcutta

· Sports-education ministry in an inner-city Chicago neighborhood.

· Music ministry with teens in a suburban Washington DC church of 500
· Christian educational family-program planning for First Baptist Church of Charlotte, NC
