Biblical Literature II
	TAYLOR UNIVERSITY SYLLABUS

	BIB 210   CRN 30020-3
	
	Prof. Andy Rowell


	
	

	MWF 2-2:50 
	
	Office: 


	
	Ayres 207

	Spring 2007
	
	Office Hours:


	
	MWF 12-1 & by appt.



	Reade Center 238
	
	Email:
	
	anrowell@taylor.edu

	
	
	Email is the best way to get in touch with me.  
	
	

	
	
	Blog:
	
	andyrowell.net

	
	
	Office Phone:
	
	765.998.4385


COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides a foundation in New Testament study with focus on Jesus Christ as portrayed in the Gospels and Epistles.  It also includes an examination of the early church in Acts and a series of explorations into the relevancy of Christ and New Testament teaching to modern life.  Prerequisite: BIB 110/310 Biblical Literature I
COURSE OBJECTIVES
Biblical knowledge is foundational to a Christian liberal arts education. The Bib Lit I and II courses provide an overview of the context and content of the entire Bible.  Through these courses, students begin to see how Scripture shapes how we think and how we live as Christians.  
In particular, the student who successfully completes this course should be able to

1. Interpret the NT against the background of the major religious, political, philosophical, and socio-cultural influences in the first-century world.  
2. Appreciate the organization and various genres (types) of the NT literature, the circumstances in which they were written, and the appropriate methods of reading and understanding them.

3. Explain how the NT fulfills the patterns and promises at the heart of OT revelation.

4. Identify the main theme and basic introductory material for each NT document.

5. Trace the inspiring spread of early Christianity and the message delivered by the early missionaries.

6. Discuss important NT events and teachings and their significance for modern Christian life.

ADDITIONAL GOALS – As applications of the NT teachings
1. That each person would come to love God more as we encounter the story of God’s self revelation in the two testaments as they highlight Jesus Christ. 

2. That each person would love others more through full participation in this course and as we relate NT teaching to our lives in the 21st Century.

3. That each person would love God’s word more by gaining motivation for a lifetime of reading and reflection on the NT.
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COURSE TEXTBOOKS
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Elwell, Walter A. and Robert W. Yarbrough. Encountering the New Testament: A Historical and Theological Survey. 2d ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005.   This one hasn’t been used before by other profs at Taylor I think so you probably won’t find used copies.  But it is excellent.  
2. [image: image3.jpg]L L e L e e L e e P LS




Fee, Gordon and Douglas Stuart. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth. 3d ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.  Make sure you get the third edition.  You may be able to find used copies of this.  
3. Bible. If you do not yet have a study Bible, I recommend the Zondervan TNIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006.  (It costs $24.99-79.99 on Zondervan.com depending on the size and cover you choose among 9 choices).  Please bring your Bible to class.
4. Approximately 34 3 × 5 inch note-cards for quizzes. (Multi-colored cards are fine). 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Reading Assignments - Complete the assigned reading in the tentative schedule below by class time on the date specified.  The most important component of the assigned reading is your own careful reading of the New Testament and your willingness to ask new questions and make new applications. If you have never read the entire NT, this is the time to do so!
You may make notes from assigned reading on one side of your 3 × 5 card for quizzes.  Quiz cards will not be returned.  All notes must represent your original work from assigned texts. (See plagiarism policy below.) 
2. Quizzes - There will be almost daily “quick quizzes” over the assigned reading in the NT, Encountering the New Testament and How to Read the Bible For All Its Worth.  I will drop your lowest four quiz scores. For excused absences, quizzes may be excused when prior arrangements are made in advance with the professor. (Do not depend on a coach or field trip leader to communicate your absence with your professor.) Usually, I make up for excused missed quizzes by doubling the student’s first quiz score after the absence - so study well! I do not give “make-up” quizzes.  Quizzes will begin on the strike of 8:00 am and will be over by 8:05.  If you are late, you may miss it.  
3. Assignments – There are two assignments for this class.  The first one is a Devotional Journal Entry for 1 Corinthians 1-6 (10 points).  See attached assignment sheet.  The second is an assignment on the Fee & Stuart book (40 points).  See attached assignment sheet.  
4. Exams - There will be four objective exams based on the reading assignments in Encountering the New Testament, How to Read the Bible For All Its Worth, and the NT and on the class lectures. The exams are not comprehensive (each exam is a separate unit of material that will not be repeated on later exams). Exams may also include a scripture memory verse. Exams which are missed for any reason may not be made up unless arranged in advance with the professor. That means that if you sleep in, you will receive a 0.  Final Exams can only be rescheduled according to university policy.

5. Class Attendance and Participation - Attendance and participation will be a factor in the final course grade. Each student is permitted three unexcused absences. Each absence beyond these will reduce your final grade by 1%. The university considers minor sicknesses as unexcused even though they may require a student to stay in bed or visit the health center. Your professor will not begin to consider whether or not a sickness results in excused absence status unless your condition becomes more serious after missing two consecutive class periods and/or several visits to the health center. Please take care of your health this semester and reserve your allowable unexcused absences for a sickness. You are responsible for everything which occurs during class when you are away for any type of absence. 

6. Late Work for Assignments - Assignments are due at the beginning of the class hour. (This applies to those who have excused absences as well).  Late assignments will be accepted only at the next class period after the due date at a 10% grade reduction. Anything turned in later than this will not be accepted unless special arrangements were made in advance with the professor.
7. Plagiarism - All assignments are to reflect your own work unless otherwise specified by the professor. University policy is strictly followed for academic dishonesty. Evidence of academic dishonesty, copying, “borrowing” or cheating results in zero grade for the assignment and potentially for the course.

8. If you have special needs or learning difficulties, please feel free to communicate your needs to me.
GRADING 
	
	
	Points

	Quizzes

28 quizzes X 4 points =  112
– 12 points from 3 worst quizzes = 100
	
	100

	Devotional Journal Entry
	
	10

	Fee and Stuart Assignment
	
	40

	Exams
	
	400

	
	
	

	Total points 
	
	550


GRADING SCALE
	%
	
	Final Grade

	94-100
	
	A

	90-93
	
	A-

	87-89
	
	B+

	83-86
	
	B

	80-82
	
	B-

	77-79
	
	C+

	73-76
	
	C

	70-72
	
	C-

	67-69
	
	D+

	63-66
	
	D

	60-62
	
	D-

	Below 60
	
	F


*Please note that I do not round up to the nearest whole number. 
BIBLICAL LITERATURE II COURSE OUTLINE (E = Encountering the New Testament; F&S = Fee and Stuart’s How To Read the Bible for All Its Worth)

	Lecture #  and Date
	Topic
	Required Reading

	1. W 1/31
	Introduction to Course and to NT Studies
	

	F 2/02
	Class cancelled for CEM 352 field trip
	

	2. M 2/05
	Why Study the New Testament?
	E: 1

	3. W 2/07
	The Middle East in the Days of Jesus
	E: 2

	4. F 2/09
	The Gospel and the Four Gospels
	E: 3; Mt 1-4; Mk 1; Lk 1-4; Jn 1; F&S ch 7


	5. M 2/12 
	The Gospel of Matthew 
	E: 4; Mt 5-19

	6. W 2/14
	The Gospel of Mark
	E: 5; Mk 2-13

	7. F 2/16
	The Gospel of Luke
	E: 6; Lk 5-17

	8. M 2/19
	The Gospel of John 
	E: 7; Jn 2-14

	9. W 2/21
	Man from Galilee
	E: 8; Mt 20-27; Mk 14-15

	10. F 2/23
	Lord, Teach Us
	E: 9; Lk 18-23; Jn 15-19; F&S ch 8

	M 2/26
	EXAM 1       
	

	11. W 2/28
	Modern Approaches to the New Testament
	E: 10; F&S ch 1 and 2

	12. F 3/02
	The Modern Study of the Gospels
	E: 11; Mt 28; Mk 16; Lk 24; Jn 20-21

	13. M 3/05
	The Modern Search for Jesus
	E: 12

	14. W 3/07
	The World and Identity of the Earliest Church
	E: 13; F&S ch 6

	15. F 3/09
	Acts 1-7: The Earliest Days of the Church
	E: 14; Acts 1-7

	16. M 3/12
	Acts 8-12: Salvation for Both Jew and Gentile 
	E: 15; Acts 8-12 

	17. W 3/14
	Acts 13-28: The Light of Christ to the Ends of the Earth
	E: 16; Acts 13-28

	F 3/16
	EXAM 2         
	

	18. M 3/19
	All Things to All People
	E: 17; F&S ch 3

	19. W 3/21
	Romans
	E: 18; Romans 

	20. F 3/23
	1 Corinthians 1-6
	E: 287-293; 1 Corinthians 1-6; 

	21. M 3/26
	1 Corinthians 7-16
	1 Corinthians 7- 16;  F&S ch 4

	22. W 3/28
	2 Corinthians
	E: 293-296; 2 Corinthians 

	23. F 3/30
	TBA
	Devotional Journal due.


	M 4/02
	SPRING BREAK
	

	W 4/04
	SPRING BREAK
	


	F 4/06
	SPRING BREAK
	

	M 4/09
	SPRING BREAK
	

	24. W 4/11
	Galatians
	E: 296-305; Galatians 

	25. F 4/13
	Ephesians
	E: 307-312; Ephesians

	26. M 4/16
	Colossians and Philemon
	E: 316-325; Philemon, Colossians 

	27. W 4/18
	Philippians
	E: 312-316; Philippians 

	28. F 4/20
	Thessalonians 
	E: 327-334; 1,2 Thess; 

	29. M 4/23
	Timothy, and Titus
	E: 334-343; 1,2 Timothy, Titus  

	W 4/25
	EXAM 3            
	

	30. F 4/27
	Hebrews
	E: 347-353; Hebrews

	31. M 4/30
	James
	E: 353-359; James; Fee and Stuart Assignment Due.  

	32. W 5/02
	1, 2 Peter; Jude
	E: 361-366; 370-374; 1 & 2 Peter; Jude

	33. F 5/04
	1, 2, 3 John
	E: 366-370; 1-3 John 

	34. M 5/07
	Revelation
	E: 24; Revelation 1-11

	35. W 5/09
	Revelation
	Revelation 12-22; F&S ch 13

	36. F 5/11
	Final Matters
	E: Epilogue

	W 5/16                                                                    
	EXAM 4  

1:00-3:00 PM  same location 
	


Name: _______________________________________

My desire is to read the New Testament during the spring of 2007 for Biblical Literature II.  
Dear God, please speak to me, encourage me, teach me, inspire me, and keep me going!  
	New Testament Chapter Checklist

	Matthew 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

	Mark 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

	Luke 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

	John 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

	Acts 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

	Romans 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

	1 Corinthians 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

	2 Corinthians 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

	Galatians 1 2 3 4 5 6

	Ephesians 1 2 3 4 5 6

	Philippians 1 2 3 4

	Colossians 1 2 3 4

	1 Thessalonians 1 2 3 4 5

	2 Thessalonians 1 2 3

	1 Timothy 1 2 3 4 5 6

	2 Timothy 1 2 3 4

	Titus 1 2 3

	Philemon 1

	Hebrews 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

	James 1 2 3 4 5

	1 Peter 1 2 3 4 5

	2 Peter 1 2 3

	1 John 1 2 3 4 5

	2 John 1

	3 John 1

	Jude 1

	Revelation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22


Key: 

Read it 

Favorites

1
3

